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DEPARTMENT FOR COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT - FUNCTIONAL REVIEW 
Statement by Minister for Community Development 

MR D.A. TEMPLEMAN (Mandurah - Minister for Community Development) [2.04 pm]:  I inform the 
house of an important step in the Carpenter government�s ongoing commitment to ensuring the protection of 
children in our community.  As members are aware, the government announced as part of this year�s budget that 
it intended to undertake a series of functional reviews of government agencies, including the Department for 
Community Development.  Due to the increased focus on community development, the government has changed 
this process to ensure that the review will examine the structure and funding allocations of the department to 
ensure child protection is its number one priority.  Ms Prudence Ford, a former senior executive in the 
commonwealth and state public sectors, will be appointed to undertake that review in an independent role.  
Ms Ford will have all the powers granted to a reviewer under section 10 of the Public Sector Management Act, 
which will give her the right to enter departmental premises, require the production of any documentation and 
require answers to any questions.  Ms Ford will report directly to the Premier on this matter. 

Cabinet has also endorsed the terms of reference for the review, which include a strong emphasis on making 
protection of children the key outcome for the department.  The review will examine - 

how best to achieve a clear and better focus on child protection; 
whether the current functions, activities and structure of the department ensure the delivery of effective 
services consistent with government policy and priorities; 

whether alternative organisational arrangements would be more effective and efficient in delivering 
services; 
whether resources are properly allocated to achieve the government�s objectives for improved child 
protection; 
opportunities for, and barriers to, improved coordination, collaborative planning and monitoring of 
service delivery across the state; 
progress towards the achievement of recommendations pertinent to the department arising from any 
recent reviews; and 
any other specific matters identified in consultation with key stakeholders. 

The review will be supported by an advisory group of experts from the child protection and related areas.  This 
will include representatives from child health and justice.  The review will provide some clear directions to 
government on how best to organise the government�s resources in this important area.  The review will consider 
community development, early intervention and prevention functions that contribute to reducing instances of 
child neglect and abuse.  The review will consider the work of the department and engage other stakeholders, 
including non-government organisations. 

I commend the hardworking staff of the department and acknowledge the difficult job they perform every day.  It 
is the government�s strong desire that this review will result in changes that provide those people with the 
resources and support to allow them to perform their important work more effectively.  More importantly, the 
review should reassure members and the community that the protection of children is the most important role for 
the Department for Community Development and that the government will take whatever steps are necessary to 
achieve that outcome. 
The government has committed funding of $200 000 to this review.  It is expected that the review will provide 
its findings to the Premier by the end of the year.  The review will be made public.  This review is in addition to 
the review announced on 15 August 2006 into all cases in which serious concerns have been raised by family 
members or their advocates, including members of Parliament, about parents� ability to provide safe care for 
their child or children due to issues of alcohol-drug dependency, parental mental health and/or parental history of 
serious violence. 
This review will consider whether a child or children are safe in their current care arrangements, whether a child 
or children should be taken into the care of the chief executive officer, and the level of services provided directly 
by the department or services contracted by the department.  I have asked that the report of this review be 
conducted in such a way that it can be released publicly, without breaching any privacy requirements.  
Identifying information about children will be omitted. 
 


